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ABSTRACT

Singapore changing social language environment has brought about two major reforms to the
Chinese language education namely ‘teach less and learn more’and “making learning interesting
and more relevant” .The objective is to motivate pupils to learn more and encourage the
capable pupils to help the weaker pupils in the learning process. However, the author believes
that this reform is just a breakthrough in teaching strategies, but the core problem is not
resolved. The primary school Chinese literacy teaching in Singapore has not been resolved
which include 3 basic aspects like word types, word content and word order.

In this thesis, the author focuses on word frequency survey taken from the following: (1)
12 core units in the primary school Chinese text books from the Singapore Ministry of
Education.

(2) Reading books which are widely used by Singapore primary school “Memory is like a
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box".
(3)The front page of the auxiliary publications including "New Friends", “‘New World ", "New
Train ”

(4) The front page of the Singapore Chinese newspaper "Lianhe Zaobao" which includes
international, domestic and educational information.

Based on the word species, the amount of words, word order and coverage of the four
databases, statistics are compiled, analyzed and researched. It’s noted that the current Chinese
language literacy teaching in Singapore primary schools is not so adequate.

The literacy teaching materials in Singapore can be made more adequate by making them
more featured, more scientific , reasonable and systematic. The author proposes the creation
of two unique charts relevant to the Singapore children. Firstly "children’s high—frequency
words” chart to be used for literacy teaching materials and secondly” children’s common usage
words” chart to integrate with literacy teaching using' rolling strategy' and put it into the
lesson plan design process, so that learning is made more interesting .This goes hand in hand

with the Ministry of Education promotion "making learning interesting and more relevant” .
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